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Hawarden Community Hospital Adds CT Technology

Hawarden Community Hospital has installed a new computed tomography (CT) scanner, a medical diagnostic radiographic tool that allows the visualization of internal structures within the human body. 

“The HiSpeed CT system incorporates advanced technology to help physicians diagnose disease and internal abnormalities,” said Chad Markham, CEO/Administrator.  “It will significantly enhance the service we are able to provide to our patients.”
Healthcare providers at Hawarden Community Hospital said a CT is an incredibly important diagnostic tool because many injuries and medical problems are diagnosed with it.  

Markham said it is vitally important to make such a high-tech resource available to Hawarden-area patients.

“Previously, if a patient saw her physician today, and the physician determined that a CT scan needed to be done the same or next day, the patient may have had to leave Hawarden,” he explained. “Now we have the service available everyday.”

During the next few weeks Hawarden Community Hospital radiology technologists will print the CT studies until the hospital has fully installed additional high-tech software that will give it the ability to e-mail the pictures to a radiologist.  This will allow the healthcare providers at Hawarden Community Hospital to receive a preliminary report on an emergency study within a half hour.  

“Previously, if a patient came to the hospital with a head injury, we may have had to transfer that patient to a larger facility with CT capabilities in order to rule out internal bleeding or other complications,” Markham said.  “Now we can diagnose that concern, and many others, without the patient needing to leave the area.”

“We will also more accurately be able to tell if a patient’s condition is within the treatment capabilities of our hospital, or if the patient requires the services of a medical center like Mercy or Avera,” Markham added. “This reduces the likelihood that we will have to transfer patients out of town, which is good for everyone.”  
The new CT unit at Hawarden Community Hospital has been installed across the hallway from the emergency room in an area where the administrator’s office had been previously located.
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“It was difficult to give up the large office, but it was really the best place for our patients and staff,” said Markham.  “Because the CT area is located next to the ER, emergency patients do not have to travel long distances or be taken outside as they do at some hospitals.”

Scheduled patients coming in for a CT scan will first be asked to check in at the front desk.   Then they will take just a short ride up the elevator. 

The new CT suite is located in the hospital’s 1999 addition, so the necessary infrastructure to accommodate such services is fully up-to-date, according to Markham.

“I would like to thank those that contributed to the capital campaign to erect the 1999 addition,” he said.  “Even though the administrator’s office had not been considered for a CT room at the time, the new ER was a critical need, and our Physical Therapy department is a tremendous community asset.”

“I am just happy that we were able to convert more square footage in the 1999 hospital addition to clinical space that will truly benefit the community.”

Hospital leaders affirm that the installation of a CT scanner is the first part of a larger project that will eventually digitize the rest of radiology.  For the hospital, it will be a move analogous to switching from a regular camera to a digital camera.

In the future, instead of developing X-rays, those images will be created, stored and transmitted electronically.  The software and hardware used to manage, store and transmit radiologic images is called a Picture Archiving and Communications System (PACS).  This is the modern technology that will allow hospital staff to e-mail the images to radiologists, as previously mentioned.

“The healthcare industry is migrating to digital imagery and the board’s decision to adopt a PACS puts the Hawarden Community Hospital slightly ahead of the curve,” stated Markham.  “The most important feature of the PACS for our patients is our ability to transmit images to an on-call radiologist who can gives us a preliminary diagnosis within a half hour.”

“We are very excited about the progress we are making at Hawarden Community Hospital,” Markham added.  “It is proof that we are striving to bring state-of-the-art care of the highest quality to out patients – right here in their own community.”  
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