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Hawarden Community Hospital Revitalizes Surgery Services


Hawarden Community Hospital has reopened its surgery department and has once again begun offering surgical services on a regular basis.


A newly renovated operating room (OR) is now open at the hospital.  And, Hawarden Community Hospital has entered into a partnership with Mercy Medical Center—Sioux City to ensure that experienced surgery staff members and state-of-the-art equipment is available to complement the Hawarden’s new OR.


Anesthesia services are also being provided through an affiliation with Mercy.


“For all intents and purposes, it has been about three years since surgery was performed in Hawarden,” said Chad Markham, CEO and administrator for Hawarden Community Hospital.  “In order to fully serve the healthcare needs of the area, we knew we needed to re-establish a surgery program.” 


Markham said the opening new surgery suite marks a new era in the long history of the hospital.

“We have moved the operating room from the top floor in the 1936 building to the end of the main nursing floor,” he explained.  “The former location was adequate, but it was an elevator ride away from the nursing area and felt very remote.  The new OR is now in the heart of the hospital, making it much more convenient for patients and families.”


The new surgery department will serve patients of Hawarden Community Hospital in need of minor outpatient surgical procedures.  According to Markham, they will generally be considered patients who don’t present a high risk for complications.  


“Our surgeons are experienced and are the best people to make the decision whether or not you are a candidate to have surgery in Hawarden,” he stated.  “If you require major extensive surgery, you want to be at Mercy or an equivalent sized hospital in case of complications.”


“However, if you need a minor procedure and don't want to travel to the city, or if your ride doesn't want to travel to the city, then we invite you to ask your surgeon if having your procedure done in Hawarden is right for you,” Markham added.
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As for the future, the CEO said the hospital is capable of a diverse list of available surgical procedures including other specialties besides general surgery including orthopedic, podiatric, gynecological, and ear, nose and throat (ENT) procedures.

A number of medical specialists conduct clinics at Hawarden Community Hospital on a regular basis.  

If you are interested in specialty services available close to home, your primary care provider will need to refer you to a specialist who has medical staff privileges at Hawarden Community Hospital.  

“We are fortunate to have a number of specialists providing their services in Hawarden,” Markham said.  “They are all qualified in their area of specialty and well respected.”

“The needs of our patients are well served.  While you might have wait 3 to 4 weeks to see a specialist in Sioux Falls or Sioux City, you can usually get in within two weeks to see one of our specialists here in Hawarden.”

For more information about the specialty services available at Hawarden Community Hospital, including surgery services, call (712) 551-3100, or visit the hospital’s Web site at www.hawardencommunityhospital.org.
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